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By Helen Ong

If there’s one thing we Malaysians love, that’s our pasars (markets); they have been dispensing
fresh food, cheap clothes and knick-knacks to us since long before the advent of hygienic but
personal-less, air-conditioned supermarkets.

There’s something very lau juak (cheerful) about these noisy, bustling places, whether you go in
the early morning, afternoon, or night. Sweaty bodies aside, there’s some great camaraderie
and entertainment to be had as you jostle with the rest of the punters, wondering amongst the
stalls with your bakul (basket), picking and prodding, haggling

and rejecting.
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